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Weekly Short Story

By ELLA CLINE

TEA IN A

TUMBLER

Mr. Seiigman sat at his dining
room table one evening, the volum-
inous sections of the Sunday pa-
pérs covering all of the table’s dark-
jy shining mahogany. Invariabiy,
whenever the four young Seligmans
entertained, their father retreated,
with book or papers, to the dining
room. ’ ‘

The long living room had been
sleared for dancing. Carg tables,
sach  with ‘its gquota of chairs, tal-
iies, ash trays, et cetera, filled the
fmusic room and the sunroom.
CHoria and Irma were arranging
Howers and attending to the final
dgtails of the party; their brothers,
Harold and Albert, had gone in the

scar to fetch some of the guests.
. %irs. Seligman, handsome and gtill
youthful, an apron Over her black
fdce dress, was in the kitchen giv-
ing directions to the maid and the
- éXtra waitress about the prepara-
‘ti'on‘and' gerving of refreshments.
“iyet in the midst of these festive
. defivities, soft lights and appetizing
odors, Mr, Seligman ‘sat, frowning
glightly, looking at the paper before
ki, but not seeing it. Instead he
sdw, more clearly than anything in
that eomfortable home, a sierider
yolng man—a boy really—with de-
spainng eyes that looked hurt and
hopeless from his lean unhappy
face, while the long,
Kiy hand heid his coat collar close
a_bgut his throat as if he tried to
hide as much of himself as possible.
MT. Seligman sighed deeply.
+ A slender girl in. rose chiffon
caine with dancing step from the
living rioom on some errand to the
Litchen. Mr. Seligman stopped her.
Yifpma, are you too busy to get
e some tea?” ’
“Of eourse noi,
tet—"
.. “Please don't tell anyons—get it
yohrself] You know how T like it

darling. I shall

‘«f ghouid by this time,
het biue eyes nlied with mischiev-
ots laughter. BShe put her white
hands, Tosy tipped, on her slender
kips and recited, “In a glass, a-siice
of lemon, raspberry or cherry jam,
{hin -cookies—’ Thén, with a quick
change of voice, «] wish you would
confess;, Mr. Samuel Seligoan, gen-
iof partner of Seligman and Traube,
‘fg;r__lporte'r_s, why you must have your

Jin in a fumbter. The most devoted
hereni to the accepted forms of
etiguetie could find no fauit with
i youir behaviour otherwise. Perbaps

we -shouid have you psychoana-

lyzed?” .

[ 4#Bring the tea, professor,” Mr.

| Seligman replied, smiling, “and I
hali tell you all. It concerns a—

jggost.”

3 ¥8plendid! How thrilling! 1 go
1o’ returnt .
ag. brought 3 silver tray fitled

the ted, essentials she had meni-
{ed and daintily: arranged them

thin fingers of’

d&d.,” §

“One day a kindly woman an-
swered his ring, gave him a silver
from his basket. With a pitying
coin but would noi take anything
look, she closed the door in the
boy's face. guddenly, overwhelm-
ingly, the truth came to him: He
had not been peddling, he had been
begging . - .= .

“He rang the bell of that house
again, violenily, angrily, and when
the woman came hurriedly to see
what was wanted, he turust a pack-
age inte her hand, something worth

him, and ran back to the miserabie
tenement his relative calied home
and waited for him to return froff
the tailor shop where he worked.
wihe man laughed at the boy's
bitter ciisiﬂusiomrient. ‘Nu,
you will have enhough gaved up, then
you can become a regular merchant.
‘And till then, better put your pride
in your pocket. L

“There wWas nothing the boy
could say. He, who cherished such
high ambitions, such pride of race,
who dreamt so nobly for the future,
a begiar . . . He'lert the basket of
‘goods and his relative’s home and
walked the streets of New York un-
til he was exhausted. At midnight
he found himself in a markst place,
crawled into a wagon and £ell asieep
araong the bags and pundies it con-
tained. He awoke on a country
road, near a farmhouse, when the
driver stopped for breakfast next
morning, not knowing where he
was or how long he had been travel-
ing. :

“When the driver returned, the
hoy explained, and offered to work
his way. He carried bundles and
“crates, tpok care of the horses,
eleaned the driver's boots, sharing
the driver's meals, sleeping . in the
wagon, and so was brought to Bos-
ton. From that first honest job to
a partnership in an importing busi-
ness, is a long story, so let’'s return
to the tea and the ghost

every waking hour; his evenings in
might school being hiz only diver-
sion. Driven by the ambition to
ibring his mother and sister to
America before he was demanded
i for military service in Poland. His
i miother being widowed, his military
period might be short, or he might
be altogether exempt, but he would
have to be in the place of his birth
to prove his claims. =
ugometimes, when I hear your
brothers discussing their caleers,
see your sister so busy with social
affairs and beaux; yourself, Irma, &
student in Weliesley, and s0 wise in
social welfare work, 1 wonder what
 that Boy might have accomplished
with like opportunities.
tie fime to dream
has been, but with tea before me,
memories crowd in, not very gay

more than the coin she had given.

wher

“He worked unbellevably hard

I have NIt-

of what never Evety time

g

she~did, why didn’t you come? and
looked displeased. To the hoy's
misery was added the probable dis-
aster of losing his job.

“In a food of words he fold Mr.

i Traube about his mother, his young

' gister, the menace of the military
draft, unexpected expenses, working
clothes, his hurniliation at seeing
the fine garmehts of the arriving
guests. My Traube listened, still
frowning. But when he glanced at
e boy's shoes, shining with polish,
at his trousers so carefuily pressed,
nis frown changed to a smile of un-
derstanding, and he said:

« ryell—too bad. My Ralchen was
hurt that you did not come. This
evening we expect mo guests and
you must come home with me for
the evening meal so you can ex-
plain matters to her yourself.

«Atter that/the boy's perplexing
worries seemed to melt away, for
Mr. Tranbe’s advice proved very
helpful. Mr. Traube advanced him
enough so that he no longer de-
layed in bringing his mother and
gister to America. Mrs. Traube aiso

was most friendly in helping the
strangers  establish their little
home—"

“Q, yes,” Irma took up the tale,
“and in a few years the boy hecame
such an elegant and well dressed
gentieman, and held guch an impor-
tant position in the Traube Import-
ing Company, that dear Ralchen
had to propose marriage to him lest
some other girl grab him away from
her—" '

‘“¥p, no, Irma. Your mamma is
‘just joking when she says that. I
loved her so much I did not, dare
say so for 1 was not good anough—
such a lovely girl and with such
fine parents, so she helped me a lit-
tie, as she -has been doing right
along ever since. :

“Now you know why 1 prefer tea
in a glass, and why 1 become
thoughtful every time the home is
gay with young folk. It's that boy [
with the unhappy eyes: hiding his |
blue shirt. Mayhe talking about
him—when he dges come again his
eves will not be so’ gloomy—nmaybe
thaf way [ can reach him-——reassure?
him — Anyway, some more tea,
please, hot!”

Mrs. Seligman came into the din-
ing room, minug the apron, as Irma
brought in fresh tea.

“{Tow many times must 1 tell you,
Irma, to serve papa tea in a cuUp
when we have company? It seems
outiandish in glass, and 1 don’t ke
it .
darling,” her
“Fron
tea, if
and

wyaur tough luck,
youngest answered lightly.
how on I too shall imbibe my
ever 1 take any, from a glass,
gee visions.” .

Just then the door bell rang and
there was the hilarious commotion
of incoming guesis. Irma went 1o
greet them. : : -

Mrs. Seligman sat down near her
hugband. He pui his hand over
ners and said: ) :

“T've been telling Trma about your
| pirthday party, When youa Were
eighteen, do you remember?”’ |

And she answered, “Can 1 ever
forget it? I cried all night because
my father's shipping clerk did not
ceme! It was my first great sorrow.
the childrenrhave COT~
pany I think of that party.”

: (The End)




den your soul. Your child is listen-
g

. Mr. Seliginan dropped a slice of
lemon inio hig hot, tragrant tea and
slowly stirred the amber liquid until
a few dark leaves danced in the

?tumbler Then slowly, thoughtful—

i

]y, chosing his words as one who i3
inot certain he can {ell what is In

¢ | his mind, he began: -
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i e “1 was fiftéeen when I lefi Pcland,

1 am nearly Afty now. In my home,

1in my business, in scarcely any ot

my contacts, is there much to re-

| mind me of my birthplace, or of the

‘¢pnditions I faced when I came to.
thizs country. Tea in a glass al-
Ways reminds me of my father’s
study, books everywhere, of the

| black skuil cap he used to wear, of

the pride he took in his son who
Was soon to be Bar Mitzvah—asking
the Boy to bring him tea—~{o have
téa with him. And often when you
thildren entertain, I see again an
finhappy youth, whom T never may
hope to see otherwise—"

F“Never? And you a piliar of the
synagogue"’”
“Never, child. %0 long as a per-
Son is alive, one may hope to get
mto communication. Our religion
pires us agsurance that death is not
the final parting. ¥et there is one
T'wish to comfort whom T may nev-
r reach—" .
Mot living, not dead--how in-
Lriguing!” But laughler had van-
ished from Irma's sweei eyes as she
felt her father’'s earnestness.
S5 Just a haunling memory of my-
se]t at twenty when the world was:

| suddenly bereft of all happiness. It

had to do with the joyous sounds
‘of a young folkg party-—a sort of
! ghost of a desperate state of mind
 that tested my courage to continue
to live at all—If I could but reach
tq him across the years—"

#That is poetic, dad, honey. Has
a poet lost his way into the 1mport-
ing business?”

#That other, he was a poet. Flig
teachers encouraged him, praised.
his compositions. For nearly a year
he worked on a poem, in Ilebrew,

Mitzvah, as a surprise to his father,
whom hesloved dearly. But his

was thirteen, and never knew that
the poem had been written, Some-
thing wvital in the Loy died then
too.” He never wrote poetry again.

oné gray dawn, iraveling steerage,
| coming to indifferent, distant rela-

terrifying world. Knowing that

orphaned sisier; a chiid shouldering
the responsibilities ' of a man
“His relative gave him a basket

chandjse and fold him to go from
door to door, point to the basket
and smile pleasantly, For a begin-
ner, the boy did very weli, and he
smiled delightedly at his customers
as he thought of the profits, and
the money he wounld qond to his

- lmother until-- -

that he was to read at his Bar|
father died z week before the boy |
- *Two years laler he was in New [
York, having stolen out of Poland-
{ives, bewildered; a stranger in a'}

gomewhere, somehow, he must earn |
money for his widowed mother and |

filled with an assortment of mer- |-
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The oﬁ’-icers to be in-
gtafled are: Juliiis Rothsteul presi-
dent; Sidney P. Whitkit vice-pregi-
Leon Goff rec ding secre-

P. Wh1tk1n

| urer;
| arins,

On January 9, the Colons held
their fourth serni-annaal ele.c_tion
of officers. Samuel | inisky, for-
mer treasurer, was cted presi-
dent. The other officers elected
were' Melvin  Richier, vige:presi-
dent; Sydney Resmek | Becretary;
Carl Weiner, treasurer . William
Wolf, sergeant-at-arts; Philip Sny-
der, utility officer. -J, Stanley Gins-
berg, the outgoing: pres:dem, who
held office for Lhree successive
terms, givé a short.talk thanking
the members for thelr oo—opera.tlon
The captain and manager of the
baseball team are Samugl Winisky

Tand Philip Snyder, ,respecuve]y

Through sothe mlsunderstanding
the Cavaliér’'s basketball team will
hot start in thi ark Lea.gue at
present but, will Have to wait until
further notics. But this does not
lessen the ardor Jf the team which
practlces almaost 4 ily 2t the Rox-
bury Boys' Club under thé direction
of Mccuily, former all-Huh footbatl

b{ player of Boston College itigh, and
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star halfback on, the Chirlestéwn
YeI]ow:;ackete He has p]ayed “for
thé Filtons and becguse of his rep-
utation was put in charge of the
Roxbury Boys’ Club It is fitting

to mention that for’ theé past four.

weeks, this club has peen giving
away shoes to the podt children. of
the d]StllCt Th;e campaign is due
to the masterfui planning of Mr.
Eaton. The deba.tmg team econgist-
ing of Sydney Levy, Morris Bren~
ner and Captain Levine has started
preparations for its next deba.te
against the Victory A. C. whigh will
take place at 'Lhe g January 30.
- The Tasnore e]ected the fol]owmg
officers: Rosé, Ka.lass pres1dent
Rose Meghon, v1ce-pres1dent secre-
tary, Dorothy‘ Rosenthal; tpeasu' "r
Rose Raymond; sergeant—at arms,
Marjorie Benneit.  Miss Ida Salz-
man, a senion af Boswn Unwerelty,

gpoke to the glrls on Monday, Jan—_

uary 232.

i

The Dodgnr Jrs. are pxoud of
their adopted name, and to be thus
affiliated with their older eomra,des
the Dodgers. Alfred Albert of the
Sehior group, directs the Juniors,
Young Salzberg is the president of

the ciub.

j | ———

The annual dance of the Impera-
tors will ‘take place_ at  Oberts
Bungalow, : Mattapan, on Wednes—
day, Februa.ry 22. The commxttee
in charge ‘s exertmg every effort

il 1mperson".te B1 £

membership drive is:ing

Leppe; viee-president, H. Cold. |
berg; secretary, Si Needleman and
treasurer Ben Luftman, The Ma-
Jestics are planning an all star
‘might to be held shortiy Due to
bad weather and podr ice, the
hockey team Hi$ not béen gble tp
play. 'The team consists of Rill
Kiline, T, Bloom, Nate Leppo, Teddy
Hannmgton I. Rodford and Buddy
Cohen

Election took place at the last
meeting of the Chieftains as fol-
lows: Joe QGiller, president; Bill
Pearimutter, - vice-president; .Jack
Dana, secretary; - Paul- Feldherg,
treasuier Dick Ulin, press agent:
Chet Cooper sergeant-at—arms A
play has been selected for presenta-
tion at the all-star night, and re-
hearsals are being held under the
able direction of M. H. Newman. A
debating team is being organized
with Captain Lipsky, Cooper, Ulin,
Dana, Fe]dberg and Salzberg

At a recent meetmg of the Whirl-
winds, Mr Marson,” a member of
the faculty at the Boston Latin
School ga.ve a talk which was not
only entertammg buat, also very edu-
cational. Many moré gliest spealf
ers are ekxpected to sddréss the
Whlriwmds this year. “The club re-
cen~tIy orgamzed its debatmg and
hHandball téams with Hoffman aiid
Bryer ag the daptains. A very
sttecedsful  season is anticipated.
The debatmg team consisting of
Hoffma.n Roset and Storie is now
preparmg for their first debate
with” the Spartans. Thé bandbal
team is practicing daily in the gym
and will soon round into condition.
The tedam is compdsed of Friedman,
Appell, Bryer, Levy and Worden,
The_thespians of the club are 5001
to start rehearsmv for their next
play, under the dirsction of Hanry
Baker. "Any teams desarmg basket-
ball or hockey games see Wemberg
on Wednesday evemngs Visitors
are always welcome

. les are very glad to
w ]come "badk .thenr’ directress, who

tzIes are to debate the Bel-
'monts ‘on February 16, the subieet
bemg “Dlsa,rmament ” The ‘two
q resentatwes to ihe Intérmediate
Coimeil 'are Ruth Golov and Dor-
othy Cohen

Among the most promment cmbs
of the West End are thp Ajcos, &
group composed of young liadies in
early twentles In its short
y years of exmtence thig organ-
iZ 1_10n has accomph bed a great
de4l,  Haeh year this clib rung =z
dance. This year the =affair wﬂl
take place at the Aftic Studm, next
Fenway Theet:e, an Massa—
¢husetts avenue, on the evening of
February 3 As a special featire
this evening will be the senca.tmna.!

A stamp olub is bemg formed for
boys between 13 and 16 years of
age Mee‘amgs are held Tuesday
mghts in the Boston “Y." James

o 'ish‘ed_”

[PV _YEULS HEO; 38 EDANE Y
charge. ‘Former members are
a.sked to get in touch with him. - on
a Méeting night.
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The Dorchester Athials will eeleﬂ
brate . theuﬂ tenth anniversary with
a formal hanquet and installatipn
of officers at the Hotel Brunswxek
Wednesday evening, January 25,
The riew officers to be installed
Benjamin B. Levenson, preésid
Stantey J. Mintz, vice-president:
Max Gilmian, treasurer; John
bert, recording secretary; exeq
comimitiee, Lou Raphael, Ben Fig-
tre, Max Giliman; social eomii
Stanley Mintz, Ben Figure, M
Soldv, and préss agent, Al S
The committee in cha,rge at
banquet consmts of Ben Leven

pehhve bowlmg tournament
s:stmg of four teams compo'

now in pz‘ogress Dave Luft

“Chickenflickers” are lead: ng the
league, with Al Silking  “Nevern
sweats” second, Stanley Mmtzs

“Absenrtees" thll"d and Sam Miarks

“Vartvashers” fourth. The leagie

bowls every other Monday at the
Grove Hall Alleys. The Athials
open to challenges from any, 1 .
bewhng orgaiizition in and arédnd’
Boston Address Dorcliester Afh-
ials, care of Young Israel Cen '
161 Ruthveri street, Roxbury.

On January 13, the premisr soiial
venture of Roston’s newly or,
ized chapter of Phi Delta Mu
p]aee at the home of Leslie Li
23 Brunswick street, Roxbur
pr1vate stag party was held, In ad—
dition " to the large ma]orlty of
members present about a Half dizen
guests attended , Refreshments

te]hng ahmty All details we: :
to the soclal comm1tt-ee tieadet

tut‘e affalrs sponsored by Phi -1 ta.
Mu whether, publ:c or prlvate wﬂE

Phi Delta Mu, orlgma.lly of P
land is Bostons only a!lJ

gradua.tmg clagses of Boston L
Sehool, Roxbury Meémorial Hi
School, and Dorchéster High Sch

The Icimiang a newly for
clhib, meeting at the Young T
have had their first official ele
at the previous meeting. The
eers are: DPresident, Freid
Eadlo; vwe—presxdent Sx.lma, ;
man; secretary, Sylvia Belma;
treasurer, Frances Kabatchhi«
sergéant-at-arms, Idith Hal
and press agent, Sylvia Schling

On Saturday, January 31, the'Vi
tory A. C. Juniors debating te
consisting of W. Jack Jacdbs
Edward Allen and B. Jo;.ef Mende
sohn, wilt debate the Cava llers T
subject is "Resolved, That Capite. !
Punishment Should Not Be A
W Tack Jaeobson a mep

ton Latin, is expected 1:0 sta1 m 1t

400-yard dash and 660-3?3.1‘(1 dag
Swartz and Chursed, Taznbers -
thé" ciub, comprise the champi A
hardball team at the “¥.” Ha: :
Fireman and Irving Biit{ are th
foremost candidates for a regu;a &




