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Up%i "This Little @@mmumiy

By ELLA CLENE

Hilanlake, N. Y.,
November 7, 1838.

Dear Gl a.ndmarr\ ma.:

I can see you reading this Ietter,

seated in- your eomfortable chair
in the suntoom of our home in
NMewton, surrounded by the flower-
ing plants you love.
for the entire household: for you,
dear;
vouthful parents; for Horace, my
brother, poet ofr the family and
senior at Harvard, and for Iittle
Julie,

This letter is
for Grace and Asrthur, my

Also. for any of our numer-
pus reiatives in Newton, Breokline,

Dorchester, Beimont, Chelsea, and

all intermediafe peints, who may
eviderice dn interest in our welfare,

|might want i kndw how Irvmg
and Blsa are spending their gime
since they récently married and left

the environs.of Greater Boston te
malie their home in the Adiron-
daek wildernesgs, Tar from the mad-
ding crowd (so they think) way up

north, near Canada,

Neverthelegs, Granny - dear, this

neck of the woods has been a very

cxeiting place the iast two months.
We were simply stunned to learn
that old Deborah Feurflam, after
our young student
rabbi at dinwer before the high

holydays, on an ordinary Wednes-

day, immediately afterwards took
te crime.  Her maid, Bridget, was
But Mrs.

Feurflam planned the theft, did

the actual stealing, and, later, ad-

mitied as much.
' No Bridge -

My Tussday a.fternoon bridze
club were so tensely interested in
the grime, tock so much time dis-
cussing the. Few'flams, two-three
generations in this country, mmer-
chants mostly and with no erim-
inal record so far, thai during sev-
eral sessions we did not get to play
even one round of contract. It was
g0 very exciting to realize thal &
rich, old widow should be the first
to break that perfect record.

Very few in the back pews of the
Temple during the high holydays
gave proper atiention-te’ the ser-
vige. The music. was. lovely, the
pulpit was decorated with many
auntumn Howers, our young rabbi
conducted the services with 'dig-
nity, but every time the doors
openad, we thought the police had
come -to arrest Mrs. Feurflam who
saf in one of the front pews with
her “son, Dr. Theodere Feurflam,

his very hdughty wife, and ‘their

aineteen-year-olg daug_bter, Biane.

We speculated in whispers on what

the dignified Dr. Feurflam would
do when his mother was arrested.
Diane must have shared our ap-
prehensions, for she . too looked
back towards tbe doors every time
someone entered.

Stroiling on the sunny sireets of
our little ecity, the red and gold |

leaves of maples and elms slowly

) dmftmg down, ail.the world g;ow—l

LB ks menFeiw e nmacbidvmain

| rilous contents could he read by

any one, a sourcé of contamination
and a menace to the good will that
existed between Jew and Gentile in
the vicinity. Beside Henry Ford
had leng ago apologized for ® his
connections with the mess, had af-
firmed many times that he was
mistaken, and that he regretted the
entire matter. 'Those books cer-
tainly have no business o be in-an
otherwise nearly perfect ilttle -
brary.

Both prestdents agleed wifhi' the
rabbi and promized serigusly ic
discuss what could be dome about
the matter with thsir boards of dai:
rectors, Time passed; and still the
four obnoxious books remained on
the shelves. Men in business, witk
good will to consider, do not- like
to be too irritating, . . . The books
had been on the _shelves twenty
years already and no one had beer
poisoned by them, so why ralse
guch a holler now? . . o

Our young rabbi began to fee
bitter about the situation, and help
less. Dining with Mrs. Feurflam
he told her all abeut his failure tr
rid the town of those books. Mrs
Feurflam felt deeply for him. The
librarian had refused to carry
“Jurgen” even after Mrs, Feurflam
had assured him it was the mog
poetic book she ever read. Bridget
in plum-colored silk and white inus
lin, heard all the rabbi had te sa}
as she waited on table. Her merry
blue eyes hardened, the red glowed
in her graying hair, her broad fig
ure stiffened with war-like firmnes:
as she passed the feod, and took
her time about clearing the table
When the rabbi Jeft. she came 1«
her mistress, wiping her red hands
and said: .

The Fighting Irish-

“Begorrah, Mrs, ¥, it made th
fighting Irish in me bur-rn to hea:
that shwate young priest talk abow
them damn hooks. "That is wha
I would éo to them, bhuran’ them
that I would!”

Mrs. Feurflam, who Iis ra.‘s.hEE
short and very slender, whose pal:
tace is- finely wrinkled yef heauti
fuily featured, as if it were carvet
in ivory, yet whose eyes are young
bhlack and sparkling, looked loni
at Bridget, considering; and -the:
said slowly, "And why znot??

Several of us distinctly rememi
ber seeing Mrs, Feurflam leawin}
the library the wvery next day
Bridget a step hehing her carrying
four books as if each were a mal
dog thet might bite her  at am
moment and infect her with. Hy
drophobia, These books, it wa
ledarned Ilater, were not taken int
the Feurflam home, but to the bacl
of the house where the handy mel
burned .them, stirring the ashe ’
thoroughty as if the black plagu
would spread from any unburne
bit of paper.

Sometime later the president Esl
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. had,

 borhood.
mald;, and is very charitable,

| gregzation
‘| Brotherhood thaf four velumes of

{of ths

Jof the library.

: :.r'om odir ;nuhl:c library, destroyed
‘| them, and refused most stubbornly
_,'ei_the_r to pay for them, or, behutte

Gott, to replace them. And who
furthermore, -declared that
she would willingly spend the few
remaining yedrs of her life defend-
ing -her action, if need be. We
hardly mentioned the younger Mrs.
Feurflam's marvelous clothes, or
Diane’s latest hair-do. And there
was no doubi in anyomne's mind
that the amiable Dr. Feurflam did
appear rather Worried

But W!ly"

“P]audersak’” I can hear you ex-
claim, as you adjust your glasses,
“What ig &l this schmoeos about

arresting a good Jewish woman, a
‘mother and. a’ grandmother?

Why
should she steal books? Comse to
the point!” o

86 I shall, Grandmamma - dear,
right away. But pleage bear in
mind, my sweet, that many subtle
guestions had to be put at the right
time; there had to be much patient
listéning, a congiderable amount of
putiing" two- and two teogether to

get four, in order fully to grasp the |

remarkable facts of this crime that
caused more discussion than any
other single théft anyone remem-
berd. I havi heard so much about
the Feurflams and Filanlake, it
seemis to me I too have livéed hére
about fifty years instead of merely
six months,

The Feurflams settled here near-
ly fifty years ago, have prospered
and been highly respected right
along, ¥eurflam's iz still the best
department store here. Mrs. Feur-

‘| flam lives in fhe large home she

and her- husbkand buiit about forty
years ago. It is on the main street
ang business is reaeching' up to-it,

but she- prefers it'io a miore mod-|

ern ‘houge in a fashionablé neigh-
Bhe is served by one
Her
only ‘son is a suceeasful nerve gpe-
clalist in New York, Does not

souhd at all iiKe the hackground of’

8 thzef
The Rahbi’s stcovery

Uur ralhbi _star_,ted it, really. He
arrived at the beginning of Sep-
tember, wag enthusiastic about our
Temple, admired the town. While
strolling among the back shélves
of cur librdry he was greatly dis-
tressed to mee there four books de-
cidedly. riot to his liking. With
digaified. restraint, zs is becoming
tora young man not yet a fully
ordained. rabbi, he spoke to the -
brarian . about these books, sug-
gesting that the Iibrary would be
better off without them. The -

brarian .teld him. courtecusly that

the books in guestion had been on

the shelves about twenty years and’

so far o oné had complained about
them. ~ He promised {o take the
matter up with the committee. Two
weeks passed, the bhocks were still
on the shelves -and our rabbi began
to grow impatient.

He told the presidents of the con-
and of the Jewish

abstracts of the Dearborn Inde-
pendent which contained about all
Protocols of the Hlders of
Zion wers on the circulating shelves
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I books ‘the rabbi so much disliked,

and agked for it in the library. A%
telephone request for the books i Tow all'eyes in town are tirned of

never before beéen so deeply hurt

'moving them permanently, I have

Their lying, scur-

Te should at least see one of the

was answered by Bridget who said-
her misiress was resting and could
not be disturbed.
phone inguiries, even -when an-
swered by Mrs. Feurflam hersealf,
received the same reply. - Finaily
the librarian sent Mrs. Feurflam a
note asking about .the - books.
Printed on the noie were the rules
relating {0 the non-reiurn of books
which mentmned the full extent of
the law.

What 3 Letter]

Thereupon Mrs. Feurﬂam com-
posed a long letter to the librarian,
a copy of which she gave to the
rabhi.
péaple, and it iz a marvei!l . Mrs.
Mrs. Feurflam wrote, .in. part, “In
all fthe forty-eight years 1 have
lived happily in Hilanlake, I have

or so unjustly misunderstood. Wil
you kindly look on the rgeord of
doriors for the building and mzin-
tainance of a public libratry in this
town? You will ge¢ the namie of
Feurflam very nearthe topand ‘miost
liberally represented. ‘And ye%you
intimate that I, Deborah Féurflam, |
stole; and you threaten me with.
the majesty of the law, Is it pos-
sible that among the twenty-thou-
sand inhabitants of my dear home
town, all of whom I lock upon. as
friends and neighbars, there could
be even one capable of harbofing
s0 outrageous an idea? If ig-in-
credible.  Inguire smong the fra-
ternal and charitable organizations
here: the Willing Workers, the
Welfare Mission, Heme for the!
Aged, Order of the Hasgtern Star,
the Woman's Club, the Bisterhood
and the Assembly, and each mem-
her ‘of all thése worthy organiza-
fions will assure you thai I-am no
thief, A little thoughi will con-
vinee -you. that if -1 did destrey
certain books, there must haye
been good and sufficient reason.
Those four books were unworthy
to be on the shelves of our library
aud never ghould have been given
room there.

“Fhose hopks, _M'r. Librarian,
were offensive and obnoxious, a
menace to the meral and mental
hezith of our towm; were unjust,
unfair, and un-American. By re-

standard of our i
and mere o the su.me

raised the
brary ... "
effect.

Just think, Gra,ndmamma what
a grand time Deborah and Bridget
must have had composmg and writ-
ing that letter. Tt ig well known
that although Bridget is 'a perféct
maid when company is presenf, the
two women, when alone, are friends
who have shared thirty years in
the same home, also much sorrow
and happiness, (Do you. happen
to know any one in Newton who
hag kepi the same mald thirty
years, Granny dear")

But to resume. ©. Mrg.: Feurflam
mailed her letter, and the same day
ingtructed her lawyers, the oldsst
firm in town, all good Fresby-
terians, to issue an injunction
against the replacement in the 1li-
brary of the four volumes: The
injunction was drawn up by the
youngest raember of the firm who

Subsequent tele- :

daunted, gourage. .
-them " arrest , mel.
sevelty-five years old. I am rea.d;

I have,
plenty), take my. case throiigh every

He showed it to several(

hag literary ambitions while dally-

.

it &lond at 4 Rotana.n luncheot

where -every man is so keen foi
It wernt over kig,

1 aor  Iibrarian who claims K¢
was mereiy trying to do his duty

5Ready for Arrest

eurﬂam mamtams he:‘ un
Bhe: said, “Le
I am alrea.d\

Ims

and willing to devote the remain
der of my life and what lifile fund;
(I assure you she has

coiirt in my native land, to prow
I hagd the ight to act as I did. Le

_other hbramas be likewise clearet

of  similar | .abominable bhooks, ant
L shall conszder my last days we!
spen‘t "

All the Jew:sr and nmiany Gentiies
have assurediMrs. Feurflam’ thel:

noral supporﬁ ‘several have askec

for the prlvtiege of helpmg finan
elally, if meceséary.” We youn;
married folk would like to° hel
alsg; uf having, to manage on nar

‘Fow Budgets, it was diffienlt to ss

héw we- coutd he]p, except morally
Weé decided to givé a dance in-hoh

oY - of - Mrs. Debdrah’ Feurfiam, aj

the proceeds of which will be. giver

‘todher to-do with: a5 she may thinl

best.
drives,

- There ax’-e s0 many: relie
that  willy mean -so .muct

more’ for one of' them, .probably

Mys., Feurflam will be our guest-o
hongr, Piane has promised -to at
tend, and RBridget will preside-a

.the vefreshment table, in her vem
best plum-colored .sitk and . whik

muslin, I told D1s_me that ;i[qx_'a.cg
will be here. to #act as her escort
What a good sister T am! . .
Kindly inform my déar brothe
to stop mooning about poetry, haw
his_ dress suit pressed,,and pegh
savmg “his nickels and dimes. ‘Diarm
will probably be able to pick hin
up in Albany. She drives the deay
est roadsier! The least He ean di
for me in appreciation is to presen
me with an orchid for the dance
My Irvmg suid it will be ali he var
manage {o pay for my new froel
and danding slippers. .

. Peace Offeri.ng

‘0, T almost forgot 2 most Impor
tant item. Mrs. Feurflam is pre
senting the library with four time
eighteens books as a peace offering
The rabhi iz making the seiections
and iz he happy. The gsventy-twi
books will contain the best in hig
tory, art and gscience as well a
some fiction, and will .be ar hono:
to our people ds many Jews will x
represenied. My bridge club ma;
change .into a reading group a
soon asg-the cnllectmn is rea.dy fo
circulation.

- Well, Grandmamima, enough chat
ter for one letter.” Thanky agah
for lebkuchen you sent.me. I hav
enough left for my hridge clul
which will meet with me next Tuss
day. Now  ‘that’ the’' Feurflah
"erime” has heen'diffised hy niany
good words,. some laughter d s
little worry—and several

I o0
deeds, we may bplay cards insteac

of just talk. On the other hand
in spite of the fact that/ this is ¢
wilderness, fully two hundred mils;
from the golden-dome -6f the Bos
ton Biate House, & st exeiting
gvent may occur ‘bnfm'e next ’I‘ues
da.y

My love tq_-:yoa all, - .
Filsa,




