SHORT STORY

DIANE

By ELLA CLINE

Hilanlake, IN. Y
Dear Horace:

I delayed wutmg te you.for I
was devoling every dayiight hour
I gould possibly spare in helping
Diane Feurflam seli tickets for an
afternoon . bridge at her .grand-
mother’s home. It was sweet of
her-to ask me to assist her and it
“has been loads of fun., We are

ready to ehiertain about a hundred

guests and have sold ' not less than
three hundred tickets at double the
usual price.

Mrs. Deborah Feurflam has do-
nated the - prizes; Bridgetg has
baked bushels of her delicious
cookies and plans to make gailons
of iced punch; everything is in
readiness for the party tomorrow
afternoon. The weather ' forecast
proimises fair and glightly cooler
30 that we can place tables on the
shaded lawns. This ig an excellent
time ‘to have a sisterly chat with

you and to tell you how very wel-.

come are the cards you sent me
while on your walking tour
through old New England. :

While  you were Jloitering by
‘Walden Pond, communing with the
spirit of- Thoreau; or, strolling
about Concord, refreshed by the
recollection of the wisdom that
flowed from Emerson, Diane and T
were. acting as veritable pillars of
the little congregation here, setting
an example for other young folk
to emulaté. And that is not all
If our venture proves successful, as
well ag those that will follow, the
anxiety that has recently shadowed
Deborah Feurflam’s delicate face
will be lifted,

Diane- came to visit her ggand-
mother and. found her somewhat
upset. Deborah would not aﬁmlt
that anything was the matter; but
Bridget, maid, confidant, friend to
Deborah for thirty years and long-
er, toid Diane privately that a
commitiee of representative men
of the community had rcalled re-
cently and asked Mrs. F. to make
good the ~difference between the
possible income and the irreducible
budget. of the' congregation for the
coming year: 'They were dismayed
at her refusal and. there was an
unfriendly reaction in the small
community toward Mrs. F., who is
not accustomed to unfriendly re-
actions., In a small place one
senses such - things intuitively,.
it were. She also told Diang of
certain entries .in’ the .little black
account book of which the. town,
alse Diane, wers ignoranti, and im-
plored the girl to.put her ming to
it fo reliéve the situation Ior it
was just too bad that a. heavanly
| saint, if ever that was one€; 4 per<
fegl ~.angel  Irom hea.ven wit]
heart of pure gold like Mrs: | F.
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most of the tickets to out-of-fow
people anyway. She- began h
gelling campaign by making a 1i
of all the expensive summer ¥
sorts within a radius of ffty mil
she heard her mother mentic
having friends guests there. D
borak told us that her hushar
used to peddle among the farme
in those varied places before the:
were any resorts there and relate
several touching stories of tho.
early days. Grandma would 1
pleased to hear thoseé tales, b
You are mtore interésted in Dian

So we spent the pleasant summi
days driving through the fragras
pine forests, visiting luxurio
eamps and ritzy hotels on shor
of sparkling lakes. Dirne's charr
ing: personality, .her super-sma
roadster, the impressive list
names she casually mentioned, hs
the desired effect. Soon we wou
be amiably chatting with a grou
of women. Diane would teli abo
her last school year and the cor
ing one and the social activiti
her mamma liked best, while tl
women discussed their own yolr
daughters and the confusing pro
lems of the  younger generatic
which probably would have bec
greatly lessened if every your
daughier had such entrancing dir
ples and as good business sence
Diane. - By the time tickets for
good cause entered the convers
tion, each woman felt she mn

‘help the dear child, even if just

please her fortunate mother, . :
though ' few .promised t{o atten
The comparatively few men abo
bought with hardly a struggle. On
portly egg-and-butier sort: of ne
son offered to buy four but w
given five in exchange for his &
doliar bill, the fifth for a kihitze
Diane explained sweetly with

flashing smile.. Dianes ambitic
was to sell five hundred ticke
and we. did sell nearly three hu
dred. She claims it would not |
worth while to face her de:
mamma’s wrath for muech less.

Where the Money Went

While driving she ftold me abo
the little Dblack account book
which her grandmother kee;
track of her varied and many be
efactions. She devoted her surph
income to doing good and mazr
are helped but only the littla a
count book knows of it. Durir
the last two years she had lavish
helped refugees, rigned s0 mar
affidavits, made s0 many promis
to help young beonle get a start
life, that she had to refuse tI
committee’s request and could n
very well explain. Deborah b
Heves that the unfortunate peop
she - gigned for are of superic

'character and mentsality, and ba

ring unavoidable misfortune, w;
make good. If she errs, Gl ¢
tHe " Feurfam Fortiing




safl  6f “ure ‘goli like” Mrs. F
hould be so Lruelly Imsunderswod
iridget’s blue Irish eyes blazed
nd misted . with, tears as she
poke. Diane. prnzmsed to get busy
ight away.

The Fa.mily ‘..E‘o_rtuna
One must not blame the people

¥y Mrs. Feurflam’s point blank re-
mmal. It
wt - the still considerable Feurflam
yrtune brings in a- much -zrsater
tcome than two old womexn, De-
srah ‘and Bridget, could possibly
wquire. It is also well known jthat
r. Theodore Feurflam; a- suctCess:
il ‘rerve- specialist in New York,

15 ashed his mother not. to. add ;°

v the principal, buf to use what
trplus there should be .in philan-
iropic work she loves so- dearly.
3y why let a struggling congrega-
on be terribly handicapped . for
e lack of a thousand doliars oy
17 It did not seem right to ask
1e younger folk to carry that bor-
m, ‘with homes to furnish, babies
veare- for, with incornes fa.r from
QUTe. '

We know better now. You should
ww too, brother dear, for I am
Ate certam that Phi Kappa Bet

n suspended from a slender!
1lden chain about Disne's grace-!
1 neck is the same that all of us, |

om dear Grandmamma to little
iie, "were so delighted to have
varded to you,
But to retuwrm to eur party.
iane began her campaign by ask- |
g her grandmother to lef her and
ridget. wuse the .
wse’ for a tourists’ accommoda-
sn: home for a month: to raise
inds fob a. worthy cause,” and to
ve Diane some 1nterestmg work
fore she’ miist join her mamma
some swank summer resort De-
vra.h startled and suspicioits, said
-Diang- sug.gested severa.l other
a.ys she could pass ‘the tlme and

rn gome money, but recewed no |

couragement and was “told  to
e. her. surplus energy i tenms
nally they .compromis on an
terncon bridge, Diane “eonvine-
g- her grandmother’ that' & hun-
_ed could be enfertained: and that
& - could " sell‘'several “fighes that

any’ tickets at double the usual -
. ternoon bridge prics; but it must ',

“done quickly, before her mother
drs of if, for -she would be furi-
s. i

The comparatively yoiing Mrs.
surflam, having been her hus-
hd’s gecretary before he married
rather late 'in life—insists on
sintaining rigid .sociai” barriers;
1ile Deborah, a’ dyed-in-the-wool
istocrat, takes her prestige for
anted and iz greatly amused by
r daughter-in-law’s .soeial alcof-
ss. Dijane often casheéy in on the
sultant fireworks—

SBhe Goes to Work

I was asked to asaist Diane and
d that certain ruléy must be
pt  One was that Diane must
home each day for dmner. It
&7 maore amusing tha,n a cireus
work - with Diane. The Slster-
od promised to co»oPerate but
r" a, "bit de ubtful about chargmg

would ‘ne

ot bridge.

s common kuowledge.i

. ; vocational
ere for being hurt-and bewildéred |
}quately solved.:
drove his decrep;t truck :

many-roomed §
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make good her many signatures.
MNow I bégin to understand why

we have more. than our no.smal

share. of refugees' in this small
town} i
those two refugee high school girls
their hbright courage: Mrs. Feur-
flam had promised to pay for their
training. BEven the
mystery of Iichi has been ade-

Ttchi
inte an egually aged fouring car
and sent an entire family to the
Lospital. He admiited to the
judge that he knew that his brakes
were bad, but that he had no

.1 money, or credit, for necessary re-

BY e

now I know what gavel

- make a living for his family.

pairs and had to drive his truck to
In
- scathing language the judge told
' him  what he thought of him.
Itchi- was ordered to pay the hos-
pital bills, the bills for the repairs
of the louring car, and fve hun-
dred dollars to the injured family
for their mental and physicat suf-
fering. Itchi looked at the judge
with consternation. If he did not
have enough 'to repair his own
brakes as he just told His Honor—
and who wants to drive with bad
brakes? —how ; could he Iay hisg
hands on such a fortune? RBut He
was informed sfernly :that unless
the case was settléd, he would not
.be allowed to drive. Those - who
heard of it we1eideep1y concerned,
but our few organizations . were, in

his truck,  with .repaired. brakes,

(trying o earn the meagre hvmg 4

for his family.

It seems Ttchi and members of
the injured family that could -be
ahout met quietly. with Mré. Feur-
fiam, - discussed- thé- matter, settled
for hospital bills and a.bsulute]y
needed ‘repairs for the touring cay
—forgot the five hundredAMrs T
signed a check; made ah entry in
the little black account book, and
asked all parties to keep the mat-
ter secret. But Bridget, witt her
Irish ¥p in arms that her dear mis-
tress should be misundérstood ‘told
Diane,

And then there was the case of,

| ablé fo the three co- workers

.no ﬁna,nmal pOSl on tc; do much

walking tour to the Ad:rnnd.acks

then so that you ean get heré whiie
Diane -is still visiting her grand- |-

ter has been peddling tlckets all

the poor and incurable T. B, pa-
tient who was convinced that EKe
would. be cured in Colorado To
cut the story short, if the congre-
gation wants its deficit met, it will
have to do it somehow -itself.
Diane is showing the way, and
other parties are already being
planned; even the men are. plan-
ning to run an affair. Beside. help-
ing this small group carry on for
another year, these parties are cre-
ating gdyety and good will; which
is a worth while- project in itself.
- Your: advice to have the a.Itu:}e'
on Czarist Russia that Tan and
Irving wrote sent out undef Albelt
Leder's byline is.good and adtepts |
If 1t

should sed prmt the ch1

himself an ai;thor'f I il
the cornplications as they came ‘m
the. surface.. 3

Why don’t you contmue yuur

Abont two hundred miles, via thef
Berkshires. Take a bus now and

mother. Better yet, borrow the
family car and come right away,
before Mrs. Theodore- Feurflam |
discovers that her darling daugh-

may, be, 'inea,rc;elated in

ar somathmg, for lifet
MY ¥ove to ap the family,

7 Aufw1edersehen

Elsa. .




